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The President Reports to the President 


The NANE was represented by its 
President at a conference of some fifteen organizations in Washington, D. C. 
September 19-21, with “immediate and long-term cooperative planning for children" 
as its immediate concern, The conference listened to reports from several federal 
agencies upon conditions as they saw them and upon their several proposals. 


After getting the available facts, four committees were organized to formlate 
proposals which were considered by the conference as a whole. A statement incorpor- 
ating the points of agreement was then prepared, modified, and adopted unanimously. 
This statement, accompanied by a letter of endorsement signed by the representatives 
of the following nine organizations, was presented in an audience with President 
Truman: 


American Association for Health, Physical Education, and Recreation - Ben Miller 
American Association of University Women - Dora Sterne 

American Home Economics Association - Esther McGinnis 

Association for Childhood Education - Maycie Southall 

Child Welfare League of America - Howard Hopkirk 

General Federation of Women's Clubs - Anna K. Wiley 

National Association for Nursery Education - N. Searle Light 

National Congress of Parents and Teachers - Catherine F. McClellan 

National Education Association - Eva G. Pinkston 


The group was led by Dr. Maycie Southall, President of the ACE. Your President was 
priviledged to make the presentation. , 


The statement which will appear in several magazines including Childhood Education 
contains recommendations on the following: establishment of a department of cabinet 
rank for. the conservation and development of the Nation's human resources; a grant 
to free tax supported schools; a school building program; a greatly extended and 
improved school program of health, physical fitness, and recreation; a grant to 
assist in meeting the nutritional needs of children through school lunches; expanded 
grants for maternity, child health, and welfare services; an immediate allotment of 
$5,000,000 to the U. S. Office of Education and the Children's Bureau to continue 
child care services (Lanham Act) through June 30 next.. 


This well-planned conference got the facts, deliberated upon 
them fully, came to certain conclusions, and then acted upon 
them. It will meet again the latter part of November, 


‘Ne S. Light 
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Who's Who in the NANE 


Do you know that the composition of our 
membership is one of the most heterogeneous and 
therefore most challenging of all professional organi- 
zations? To know and thereby be reassured that school administrators, 
principals, college presidents, state education personnel, high school teachers, 
elementary school teachers, college professors, county superintendents, supervisors, 
pediatricians, obstetricians, psychiatrists, public health nurses, parents, book 
publishers, toy manufacturers, mental hygiene personnel, day nursery personnel, police 
department personnel, and hundreds of nursery school teachers have joined hands for 
the purpose of exchanging ideas and planning for the guidance and development of the 
nursery school child in this and other countries is most encouraging. Through the 
years our aim has been to secure the interest followed by the cooperation of all the 
agencies and their personnel whose activities relate to the growth of the young child. 
Today, more than at any other time in our history, we find more institutions, agencies, 
and individuals representing various phases of education, health, and social develop- 
ment interested in taking steps to provide the best possible programs for young child- 
ren everywhere. At this time when the financing and maintaining of good nursery 
schools and child care centers is at a crucial point in its forward going program, 
our membership mst continue to be an active force and concentrate its strength in 
concerted efforts to preserve and promote nursery education. How many new members 
have you brought into the NANE? Do you have time to work on national committees? 
Frances R. Horwich, Secretary-Treas. 


Editors' Note - Please address your inquiries to the new address of our efficient 
Secretery-Treasurer, Dept. of Education, University of North Carolina, Chapel Hill, 


The First Bulletin - A Follow-up 


The Public Relations Committee is grateful for the comments which NANE members have 
sent from all over the country. The news which has been received about the fine 

work you are doing in developing programs for young children in these days so mixed 
with sorrow and gladness is an inspiration to all those who have been responsible 

for organizing your Bulletin. Space does not permit our reporting many of the import- 
ant and stimlating contributions which have been received, but we hope that the 
high-lights which have been chosen for inclusion in this issue will initiate more 

and more interest, and will serve to bring you closer together individually and 
professionally in the cause we all so earnestly serve. With the end of hostilities, 
we think you may be interested in some of the reports which have international implic- 
ations. The nursery school stands firmer than ever in the chain of educational experi- 
ences which will lead toward lasting peace, prosperity, health, and happiness for the 
children of the world. America's children remain our most important responsibility. 
Your work is essential to their future, We and the other members of NANE want to 

hear about it. Please write! 
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What You Are Doing 


Progress in Florida 


"Bulletin 1, Number 1, NANE, reached me in Detroit just as I was 
getting ready to come here to initiate and supervise the Nursery 
School and Extended School Services program for Escambia County 

with headquarters in Pensacola. 


"It was not until today, two months later, that I had time to 
relax and read the Bulletin through from cover to cover. I hope 
you will be sure to send me another when it is ready. In a place 
such as this, one is not only a pioneer ina sense but really has 
more problems because a few starts have been made and people have 
gathered some wrong impressions which have to be rooted out while 
the correct ideas and standards are held up. 


"The Gulf Health and Welfare Council, which I have been invited to join, are very 
much interested in the program and are backing us ups; also the Negro Wartime Health 
Commission, and the County P. T. A. are giving us some real help. The newspaper is 
very friendly and has given us some fine writesups and the local radio station has 
already given me an interview on the radio and offered free time for announcements, 
etc. We have opened two nursery schools and two vacation schools, and would open 
more nursery schools had we the proper location.” 


New York Contributes 


Editor's Note - Sarah Foot submits a delightful description of her recent experiences 
in Fort Ontario. What implications and revelations there are in this story! How 
universal are the needs of children! What a wealth of international understanding 
has its beginnings in the nursery school! 


Sarah Foot Says 


"In the past several months, I have had the unique privilege of conducting a half- 
day nursery school with a group of refugee children in the Refugee Shelter at Fort 
Ontario, Oswego, New York. This is a shelter provided for the 
nearly 1000 refugees brought to this country by speciel order of 
President Roosevelt as a token of the country's interest and will- 
ingness to help in the tremendous problem of the displaced people 
of Europe. From the first day, when the long train-loads of grey- 
faced, tired, and anxious people who had fled to Italy from all 
over Europe arrived and were going through the weary process of 
being sorted and settled in their new army barrack homes, the 
interest in the welfare of the young children was evident. Frau. - 
Meta Rosenthal, kindly and vigorous, took the littlest ones under . 
her wing to amuse and care for them even on the first day, and 
there was a nursery of sorts conducted almost from that time, 
largely through her efforts. 


"The needs for a school became acute as the bitterly long winter progressed with 
people suffering from confinement in tiny apartments with beaver-board thin parti- 
tions. Shoulder-high drifts of snow kept children and edults alike indoors. In 
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February, I was invited by the Coordinating Committee and the Administration at 
the Fort to take over the nursery age group to be housed in a pleasant large 
double residence in Officer's Row. In addition to acute need for play space and 
some freedom for the children there was a very strong interest in having them 

exposed early to the English language. The nursery is supervised by the Welfare 
Division of the Administration. 


"The children in this group include Austrian, Polish, Italian, Greek, Libian, 
Rumanian, Jugoslav, Czech and several American children of administration families, 
including, later, two who are half American Indian! Besides the complications 
inherent in conducting a school with language confusions, the staff turnover of 
refugee assistants was such that during the first three months we had six different 
teacher assistants with varying degrees of limited command of English, Several of 
them read English with ease, and most of them have several other languages. About 
a third of the children are fatherless or have fathers absent in the service; 

most of them were born in the refugee period of their parents. 


"They are a bright, attractive, and vigorous group and have gune through an interest- 
ing cycle of nursery behavior, From very proper and decorous behavior where they 
were coached, punished, and scolded on the side by the refugee assistants to put on a 
_ good show for the ‘American teacher', they have gone through a period of scattered 
and wild play while they adjusted to a freer type of nursery school program which 
is in contrast to a distinctly teacher-dominated regime, and one of Germanic dis- 
cipline at that! Needless to say the veil of partial translations and sign language 
intercommunications obstructed smooth functioning. I found myself relying too 7 
heavily for a time on the ‘touch system' of guidance, which, of course, works best 
on @ cooperative subject! The children came to understand very quickly what I had 
to say to them in a simple routine way, and gradually interpreters among them emerged. 
Miriam who is five and whose parents speak English; Peter who is four and whose 
parents also speak English; Albert, who for several months said nothing in English; 
nevertheless with quick, helpful sensitivity volunteered explanations to Jugoslav 
children, telling them what I wanted. Other children told them in Italian which 
most of the children speak. The little American four year old in the group showed 
the most distress over language differences as for a time he was really the only 
English speaking child, the only solitary outsider to every group, and he is very 
articulate and sociable. My own two and a half year old played happily in and around 
and beside the other children and brought home only the word for mitten, ‘handshuh' 
in any language other than English. 


"Unlike many Americans, the children have been coached to shake hands formally, 
duck their heads, and give a polite "Good Morning, Mrs. Foot! (pronounced Food 
and again very polite goodbyes, with rising inflections and courteous bowings. 


"I ran into considerable opposition in the matter of allowing the children to get 
dirty! In some cases the children were forbidden to use the paints or chalks 
because they were ‘schmtzig', dirty. Sliding on the inclined boards and sitting 
on the floor to build produced dirty panties and brought remonstrances until we 

succeeded in moving most of the children into overalls. One mother was amazed at 
the American mother allowing her child to roll in the snow. 'How do you keep him 
from doing that, don't you beat him?! 


"Occasionally, I ran into incidents highlighting class differences. One mother 
arrogantly reprimanded another for the grimy condition of her child, who was, in- 
cidentally, a monkey of a child zipping around covering territory so fast that she 
would be grimy, hands, knees, and seat in fifteen minutes time! The same mother 
registered surprise when I spoke of this as a lovely and interesting child. 
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"Bloék building was very limited at first. The 
children had no idea how to use blocks beyond piling 
& few on the tables which they had previously been 
allowed to do. I later found a group of foureyear 
old boys building tanks and airplanes, with the big 
hollow blocks, sometimes with several boys stand- 

ing long and correctly at attention in the doorways, 
one using the Partisian salute, one a Fascist salute, 
and another, for some reason, a Canadian salute! One 
other day I found a whole row of little girls sitting 
silently on chairs, in a game which was not school, 
but bomb shelter, ‘La Bomba.* This was not repeated 
more than once to my knowledge. 


"The parents' meetings were interesting to m, from the first; although baffling, 
as everything had to be handled through interpreters, and sometimes in three 
different languages. German has come to be quite universally understood at the 
Shelter, and rapid progress is apparent in English, At the first meeting I was 
explaining the program and when I mentioned a routine water drinking, there was 
a round of laughter and amazement, Europeans, it seems, don't drink water. ‘Wasser, 
warume' ‘Water, my child drink water! Milk, yes, but why water? They kept 

wanting us to ‘teach the children something’, maintaining that this was only play, 

a 'spielschule’. 


"On the whole, the greatest success, to date, was the parent's party, where we put 
them through a nursery program, fathers and mothers both. The party, after getting 
off to a disappointingly slow start, following fifteen minutes of breathless clean- 
ing up as the cleaning woman had elected to take that afternoon to go to the doctor, 
was a riotously good one. We had mothers and fathers and administration guests 
modeling in clay, painting at the easel, using pastel chalks, doing cutouts, singing 
and playing nursery games in several languages, and finally just 
cutting loose and @lowning. The mother of nine children pranced 
around with a doll buggy and made killingly funny remarks, c% 


° toothlessly, and drunk with the enjoyment of the occasion, 4} 
while the beautiful couple (manager and distributor for A 
FOX movie films in Zagreb) took off a couple of whiney, . 
i) negative children. The father perched himself on a potty RY 


chair and later pitched a baby doll into the air threatening whomever 
should catch it with the next visitation of the stork. The pretty woman 
who has recently had an unsponsored baby leaped up and ran out of the room crying 
that she for one had had enough’. Nobody could be persuaded early in the evening to 
get down on the floor and build with blocks, but the mother of nine, did some lovely 
uninhibited drawings, as did several others! Nobody wanted to leave 

a midnight when we finally shooed them home, on the grounds 

SS that it was better to cut a party short than to let it fall fect 
- <a of its own weight. They said that it was the best party at 
Jere Shelter, better than any in the Service Club, and 


how soon could we have another! 


——- of our operations are smoothing out beautifully. with the advent of more 
English speaking assistance, especially of the calm variety! We have strong-armed 
the lunch period into a semblance of peace and order, also the quiet play afterwards. 
We are working on what seems an excess of hostile and agrressive behavior and are 
using isolation in some cases, redirection, and the offering of outlets such as clay 
pounding or doll pounding and pinching. They are still afraid to let me have 
hammers and nails!" 
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Roghester, Minnesota 


One of the most interesting experiments in the country is being conducted in 

Rochester, Minnesota, with the aim of fostering physical and mental growth of all. 
children in the commnity from birth through high 
school. This project is a community program under 
the direction of Dr. C. Anderson Aldrich, and is. 


<u, an additional unit of the pediatrics department of 
RS Mayo Clinic. It combines the services of local | 
Sar health and school officials, the University of 


Minnesota Medical School, Public Health School, and 

Institute of Child Welfare, and is financed by the 
Mayo Foundation. Records are being kept of the physical and emotional development 
of a generation from conception to maturity and it is hoped that better understand- 


ing of children will result. This will help to prevent behavior problems and 
delinquency. 


An important part of the project is the Nursery Sehool program which is set up in 
the public school system under the direction of Evelyn Bey2r, formerly of the Sarah 
Lawrence College Nursery School. 


Many more interesting details of this experiment can be obtained in a pamphlet 
entitled "The Rochester Minnesota Child Health Project" written by Agnes Meyer and 
distributed gratis by the Washington Post, Washington, D. C. 


New England ) 
The New England Association for Nursery Education has a \ \Y 


news bulletin which is full of news and notes - reviews 4 
and suggestions. It's good to hear that so many stim- \ NZ 


lating meetings on young children have been held through- \ a = 

out the New England States. | . 

We also hear through Mary Melvin that Mrs. Ruth T. Stone, —— 


placement director of the Nursery Training School, is 
making a study of the salary situation of nursery school 
teachers, using comparative reports of the salaries of 
graduates of the School in recent years. She finds a 
marked improvement generally, some having received 
sizeable increases in the past year or two, and some 
having taken better paying positions. There isa great 
need of women to fill the highest paid positions, of 
about $2500 - $3000 a year, as heads of schools or in 
other administrative work. She finds that today, teachers who are willing to take 
responsibility and work an eight-hour day or more are well paid, the small salaries 


being received in most cases by women who wish part-time assignments or morning 
work onlye 


What Your Officers and Committee Chairmen Have Been Doing 


Several new Committee Chairmen have been appointed. 


l. Dr. Willard E. Goslin, Superintendent of Schools, Minneapolis, Minnesota, 
Chairman, Committee on the Economics of Nursery Education in Public Education. 

2. Dr. Ernest Osborne, Trs. College, Columbia University, N. Y., N. Y,, Chairman, 
Committee on the Status of Private Nursery Schools under Local Ordinances. 
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You will be interested in recent: reports of some of the other committees. 


1. Committee on Relationships with Nursery Education Groups and Organizations 
In Foreign Countries - Mary Dabney Davis, Chairman. 


Committee members who are now developing plans for corres- 
pondence and an exchange of materials with people and 
agencies in the countries for which they have accepted 
responsibility include the following: : 
Australia: Margaret McFarland, Mt. Holyoke College, South 
Hadley, Mass. For two years Dr. McFarland acted as Principal 
of the Melbourne Kindergarten College and during her stay in 
Australia took part in the organization of the Australian 
Association for Preschool Child Development which is a 
Dominion-wide professional association for all workers in the field of early 
childhood education. 


New Zealand: Mary V. Gutteridge, Merrill-+Palmer School, Detroit, Mich. Dr. 
Gutteridge,a leader in developing kindergarten education in Australia and the 

first Principal of the Melbourne Kindergarten College is making contacts with pre- 
school leaders in New Zealand and has made an interesting proposal to cover informa- 
tion for the period of early childhood education. 


The Union of South Africa: Helen Le Koehler, 7027 Vernon Ave., Chicago 37, Ill. 
Miss Koehler went to South Africa from Teachers College, Columbia University, to 
direct a nursery school. She has continued her contacts with the Nursery School 
Association of South Africa and the Mothercraft Specialist and Inspector of Nursery 
Schools for the Union and is gathering reports about the programs for white, native 
and East Indian children, 


Norway: Mrs. Aase Skard, 3704 - 33rd Place, Washington 8, D. C., has been in this 
country with her family of young children for the past five years. Through 
correspondence with friends and later, on her return to Norway through letters to 
the Committee, she will tell of the educational and health services developed for 
Norwegian children. 


Sweden: Amy D. Peterson, Institute of Child Welfare, University of Minnesota. 
Miss Peterson, is starting correspondence with Mrs. Alva Myrdal, author of NATION 
AND FAMILY, The Swedish Experiment in Democratic Family and Population Policy, and 
a well-known visitor in our own country. 


Uruguay: Agnes L. Adams, National College of Education, Evanston, Ill. A former 
National College student, Elina Crottogini, is already reporting on her nursery 


education work in Montevideo and Miss Adams will interpret this for Association 
members. 


Coordinator between the NANE Committee of the ACE International Relationships 
Committee is Elizabeth Neterer, Principal of the Hawthorne School, Seattle, Wash. 


A letter to the Chairman from members of the NANE who would like to work with this 


Committee will be weleomed. Please indicate the country in which you are especially 
interested. 


M. D. Davis 
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2. Committee on Standards and Programs for Nursery Education in Public Schools, 
Ruth Andrus, chairman, Members - Mrs. Rhoda Kellogg, Supervisor of Nursery 
Schools, Vallejo, California; Mrs. Lea Cowles, Asst. Professor of Home 
Economics, University of Alabama, University, Alabama; and Miss Edith Dooley, 
Detroit, Michigan. 


Some of the suggested standards being considered by this Committee are the finan- 
cial resources of the school, the training of persons in charge of children, the 
number of children per teacher, equipment and space, provision for health, safety, 
and sanitation, parent education, the length of the daily session and of the school 
year, and individual and group records. 


3. Committee on Legislation, Myra Woodruff, Chairman. 


Your Legislation Committee in Action 


While I was in Washington in May, the hearings in the House Education Committee were 
being held in regard to the bills on federal aid to education. I tried to get in 
touch with the members of the committee, but most of them were out of town. I was 
able to see Representative Ralph Givinn who is a new member of the committee, and 

who comes from the Bronxville Area in Westchester County - really a suburban area 

of New York City. Incidentally I was informed that Congressman Givinn had made the 
statement that no one from New York State could be in favor of federal aid to educa- 
tion so I feel I had a double responsibility in seeing him. Anne Holdford, President 
of New York State Association for Childhood Education, joined me. 


I explained my position as Chairman of the Legislation Committee of the National 
Association for Nursery Education and said that I'd like to be able to report to my 
Association his views on federal aid to education. We spent a very interesting hour 
with him, and I felt I learned e lot about the reasons why federal aid to education 
hasn't been passed. Congressman Givinn is vigorously opposed to federal aid to 
education on the grounds that any bill implies more federal control regardless of 
the wording of the bill. He feels, as I understand it, that any federal aid is an 
intrusion on the rights of free men. So far as I can see, he does not see that 

free men are the products of education and that only through more equalized oppor- 
tunity can we have free men in a democracy. 


On the basis of this interview, I recommend to all NANE members that you interview 
your own Congressmen when they are at home. We need to formlate our own views 

on federal aid to education, know the bills, and then discuss them with our 
representatives. It is educational on both sides!!!!! 


You can help the children of America and the future of our democracy. Act now. It 
is never too late. 


The Chairman of the NANE committee on Legislation "sat in on" the expanded board 
meeting of the Association of Childhood Edueation while she was in Washington, 
May 3 + 5. It was indeed inspirational and stimlating to be present at a meeting 


in which the ACE Board members and representatives from the state ACE's reviewed 


the 1945-47 Resolutions and recommendations made by local branches on Action for 


Children. The plans for action involved 7 resolutions: 
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I Interpreting the children 


‘% II Interpreting the school program 
(ia x III Interpreting the health of children 
IV Improving school facilities 
\? V Improving ways of working in the school 


aon ) VI Improving ways of working with other groups, 
‘> : local, state, national, and international 
\ \V VII Improving ways of working within the ACE 
i = Very constructive suggestions on ways of implement- 


ing each resolution were sent in from the branches 
all over the country. Surely children and other 
organizations working for the good of children will 
profit from the combined thinking on these problems. But the ACE doesn't stop there; 
it goes on to work in these areas. 


Looking for Help on State Legislation? 


The ACE has a new bulletin on nursery schools, a section of which 
is devoted to state legislation. It contains very helpful 
suggestions about ways of working on legislation. You may secure 
a copy for fifty cents from the Association for Childhook Educa- 
tion, 1201 Sixteenth Street, N. W., Washington 6, D. C. It is 
entitled "Portfolio for Nursery School Teachers" and was prepared 
by Elizabeth Netterer. The leaflet on “Legislature Affecting 
Children - Our Responsibility" by Harriet A. Houdlette which is a 
part of this bulletin is also available separately. 


What Can You Do? 


l. Write for copies of S181 and HBl1296. Your Congressman will send them to you. 

2. Send your views to your Senators and your Congressmen. Ask them to help in 
furthering passage of the bills. (Call your local newspaper for names of 
Congressmen if you don't know then.) 

‘3. Give the facts to your friends and urge them to write their Senators and 
Congressmen. 

4. Discuss the problem of federal aid to education in the organization and groups 
to which you belong. Urge study and discussion of the problems. 


Do You Want Information on Legislation? 


Your association has purchased a subscription for the Child Welfare Information 
Bulletin. This bulletin is "a service which reports impartially on proposed and 
pending federal legislation affecting children and youth in the areas of health, 
education, employment, recreation and welfare." The Child Welfare Information 


Service takes no stand for or against legislation, but disseminates facts regard- 
ing it. 


Through this service and the cooperation of other organizations your legislation 
committee is able to keep up to date on federal legislation, Any member of the 
National Association for Nursery Education desiring information on federal legis- 
lation may secure it by writing to the Chairman of the Legislation Committee, 
Miss Myra Woodruff, Room 302, State Education Building, Albany 1, New York 
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For a statement of policies on legislation adopted by the Governing Board of the 
National Association of Nursery Education, see page 5 of the Bulletin of the NANE, 
Volume 1, Number I, published in April, 1945. 


4. Public Relations Committee, Marjorie L. Craig, Chairman 


Evelyn Eastman, Director of the Leila Day Nursery in New Haven, Connecticut, has 
accepted chairmanship of the Subcommittee on Exhibits. If you have any suggestions 
on posters, window exhibits, traveling photographs, background materials, or other 
exhibits, send them to Miss Eastman. The NANE is fortunate in having a chairman 

for this committee who is as creative and as fine a worker as Miss Eastman, She 

was Parent Consultant for 6 years in Dallas, Texas, and Toledo, Ohio, and prior to 
this was an Assistant Professor of Child Study at Vassar. 


Suggestions from the Field 


Hazel Gabbard, Senior Specialist, Extended School Services, U. S. Office of Educa- 
tion has written a report for this bulletin on the Status of Child Care Centers in 
the States. This is a particularly important time for NANE members to be aware of 
what is happening in this area. 


STATUS OF CHILD CARE CENTERS IN THE STATES 


\ 4 Shortly after the end of hostilities with Japan, all 
sponsors of Child Care centers were notifed by the FWA 
q) that Federal assistance for these programs would be with- 
yS\\ drawn on October 31, 1945. Curtailment of funds for 
I 4 Ly) "Lanham Act" activities used for the war effort, was 
a requested by the President and the unused funds appropri- 
ated for these purposes were to be returned to the 
U. S. Treasury. 


Federal funds had been appropriated for Child Care in war impacted communities where 
large numbers of women were working or expected to go to work to relieve the man- 

power shortage. In virtually every area classified by WMC as having a labor short- 
age, funds for centers to care for children of working mothers had been made available. 


From August 31, 1942, when the first Federal grant for Child Care was made, until 
March 31, 1945, 799 projects had been approved in 47 States, the District of Columbia, 
and the territories. On March 31, 2866 Child Care Centers were reported in operation 
with 111,192 children enrolled; of these 69,379 were preschool children, 41,813 were 
children of school age. 


The size of Child Care programs in the 47 States varies greatly - all the way from 
those with only one or two Child Care projects, to those with 20 or more projects 
in States with a larger number of war areas. Among the States at the top of the 
list according to number of Child Care projects are -- California, New York, Georgia, 


Ohio, Illinois, Michigan, Alabama, Washington, North Carolina, New Jersey, and 
Florida. 


How State Departments Help 


In the development of extended school service programs, State Departments of Education 
have played an important part. From the beginning their staffs gave leadership and 


valuable assistance to local school authorities in establishing these programs for 
children of working mothers. While Federal funds were available under the President's 
Emergency Fund, 33 state Departments of Education prepared state plans, employing 

97 educational supervisors to advise and assist local communities with their 

programs. With the termination of these funds on June 30, 1943, a number of the 
States continued staff on extended school services under State funds, or assigned 
members of their regular staff responsibility for the Child Care program. Work at 

the state level has gone along continuously and at the present time approximately 

23 states have one or more staff members who advise and assist local school author- 
ities on problems related to Child Care programs either on a part-time or full-time 
basis. 


State Legislation Enacted 


Many states during the war years have taken steps to improve their legal provisions 
for children. Confronted with the problem of inadequate care for children of work- 
ing mothers, community leaders and state authorities found their laws inadequate to 
deal effectively with children's needs. There was confusion as to legal authority 
and scope of action. In the light of these facts many state legislatures were called 
upon to enact legislation which would alleviate some of their difficulties. 


laa More than half of the State legislatures considered legisla- 
¢ 5 tion related to children's needs in 1943, and twenty States 
ap passed new legislation or amended their statutes to make more 
ES adequate provision for children. Similarly in 1944 and 1945, 
? 5 seventeen States enacted legislation dealing with the care and 


supervision of children in wartime. Analyzing some of the 
changes in legislation which were made, we find that at least 
15 States lowered their school entrance age; 13 authorized 
States to accept Federal funds for general or special educa- 
tional purposes; 17 obtained permissive legislation to enable 
boards of education to establish nursery schools either as a 
permanent or terporary measure, and several State legislatures 
appropriated funds for Child Care programs. 


Present Status of Program 


With the cessation of war production and the withdrawal of women from the labor 
market, some shrinkage in the Child Care program cameduring July and August. On 
August 31, there were reported to be 2656 centers serving 91,306 children. The 
closing order for the Child Care centers, however, brought strong protest from 
parents using the services that they be continued. As result of action taken by 
local, state, and national groups, President Truman asked Congress to give consider- 
ation to the problem of Child Care and an extension of time until March 1, 1946. 

The House Appropriations Committee has approved use of a part of the FWA'ts unexpend- 
ed wartime public work funds to provide needed services for children. The matter 
now goes to the Senate for consideration. 


Now that the continuation of the program is almost assured for several months, @ 
_number of States plan to request funds from their State legislatures in order that 
they may be able to assume their obligations to children when Federal funds under 
the Lanham Act are no longer available. Community groups all over the country are 
organized to voice the long unmet needs of the nation's children so that appropriate 
action may be taken. 
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NANE Resolution 


At the meeting of the working officers of the NANE on F -.uary 17-19, 1945, the 
following resolution was adopted: 


"Recognizing the great need for the expansion and extension of the | 
education of young children and recognizing the opportunity in war- 
time developments to meet this need; be it resolved that the NANE 
constitute itself a spearhead to arouse action by all interested 
and available agencies to meet this need." : 


Members of the Association are urged to put this resolution to work in their own 
community and state. 


PLAYGROUND EQUIPMENT 


by 
Elsa Sheridan 
|= Increased enrollments and longer hours have taken their toll 
(Is of pre-war equipment in most nursery schools. Finding replace- 


J 
p5 ments and suitable substitutes offers a dramatic challenge to 
I those responsible for this portion of the nursery school 


program. Our chief concern is with outdoor equipment. Swings, 
oS slides and metal climbing towers are available in limited 
quantities. 


Saw horses cut in a variety of heights are advertised. A visit to a salvage company 
might yield six and eight foot wooden planks that could be sanded down and finished 
with outdoor paint. One company makes a very substantial four foot building board 
that has rounded edges and is painted red. These are also good to use with the 
hollow building blocks. Placing three or four of these boards across two of the 

saw horses will make an outdoor work table for quiet activity during the warm months. 


A few square yards of coarse sand will make a spot for digging and sand play, 
although it may have to be replaced more often than if it were in a sand box. Large 
logs could be used to form the shape of the pit. A cover of an old piece of duck or 
tarpaulin will give it more permanence. 


Small, lightweight metal coal shovels make substantial digging shovels and will no 

doubt last longer than the flimsy wooden ones. The sand box or pit is also an 

excellent place to relegate the chipped kitchen enamel ware. They will be more 

satisfactory than the wooden buckets on the market today. 


Sewer pipes are often easier to find than barrels and packing boxes. The lower 
or middle section of a window cleaner's ladder will also add variety. 


If your city is fortunate in having an organization similar to the Goodwill 
Industries, which specialized in the renovation of discarded materials, you will 
probably be able to have a few tricycles, metal wagons and other pedal toys. 
They might, also, be able to repair the old ones. The improved wooden wagon for 
which we have all been waiting, still has not made its appearance, although a 
wicker doll buggy with metal springs is now on the market. 
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Large galvinized tin tubs for water play can be purchased again. 
There are small inexpensive wooden boats to use in these, too. 
Ws Varnish brushes and cans for water will also offer variety for 
water play. Since durable bubble pipes are difficult to find, 
straws could be substituted for this favorite activity. 


A hundred foot piece of sash cord will more than pay for itself 
in the many uses the children will find for ft. 


There has been recent publicity on the playground developed at the Fort Greene 
housing project in Brooklyn, N. Y. A wall of concrete bricks with cross sections 
that resemble a house foundation has proved popular with the older groups of child- 
ren. Other pieces of equipment developed here are sets of concrete doorsteps and 
pipe tunnels. They are inexpensive and very durable. Blueprints for these may be 
obtained from the City Housing Authority there. 


We would like to add one word of advice on the use of commercial equipment during 
this period. It is often of inferior construction and materials and perhaps put 
together too hastily. Most companies, to safeguard themselves, will send instruc- 
tions for the assembling and care of their products. If these are carried out, the 
equipment will last longer and be safer for the children to use and enjoy. 


Now is the time for imagination, ingenuity, and creative skill, for which nursery 
school teachers are known, to be used to the utmost. 


THE CHINA AID COUNCIL 


Dr. We Carson Ryan - China Bound 


The China Aid Council has been hoping to send a child care consultant to China ever 
since its service program for Chinese children began. The council has just recently 
announced that Dr. W. Carson Ryan, Chairman of the Division of Teacher Training, 
University of North Carolina, has been selected and he left early in November. Dr. 
Ryan has been a friend of NANE for many years and is an active member serving as 
Chairman of the Committee on Relationships with other Professional Organizations. 

We are delighted to hear that China's children will have the benefit of Dr. Ryan's 


wide experience in education and look forward to hearing about his work with much 
interest. 


Exhibits showing the life of Chinese children in picture sequence, small scale 
models, and printed material are available to parent-teacher groups, schools, and 
individual readers of the NANE bulletin for use in connection with their. study of 
child care in other countries. The following exhibits can be obtained by writing 
to the China Aid Council, 1790 Broadway, New York 19, N. Ye: 


Series of 8 photographs mounted on gray (16 x 20), showing children in cave 
nurseries in North China. 


Series of 16 photographs mounted on gray (16 x 20), showing children in 
orphanages, schools, and nurseries in Free China. 


Series of 8 photographs mounted on colored boards telling the story of the 
Yu Tsai School for Gifted Refugee Children, 


Twenty-four pictures of children (miscellaneous) mounted on white boards 
(16 x 20), showing feeding, playing, sleeping, each picture having caption. 
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Story of children of China with self-captions. These are arranged to tell 
a story on consecutive panels which can be hung or laid out on table 


A scale model of a cave nursery in North China, and one of the Yu Tsai School 
for Gifted Children. These are exact in details of environment and activity. 
Twenty inches in width, fifteen in depth and height, they are self-lit and 
altogether fascinating for a group to study. 


Handiwork of war orphans mounted in a box for exhibit, includes paintings, 
books of woodcuts, embroidery, banners, a pair of baby's slippers, and a 
child-size violin. 


The booklets ONE-FIFTH OF THE WORLD'S CHILDREN and HOW TO LEARN CHINESE, both 
written especially for children, are also available. 


Bulletin Committee 


Bulletin Committee this quarter consisted of: 


Millie Almy, Teachers College, Columbia University, New York, N. Y. 


Janet Learned, Clinic of Child Development, Yale University, New Haven, 
Connecticut. 


- Theodora B. Reeve, Supervisor, Bureau of Child Development and Parent Educa- 
tion, St:te Education Depurtment, Albany, N. Y. 


Marjorie L. Craig, School Health Bureau Assistant, Metropolitan Life 
Insurance Company, 1 Madison Avenue, New York, Ne Ye 


The Committee wishes to express its appreciation to those who have contributed time 
and effort in compiling this material. We hope you will continue to advise on the 
form and content which you wish to see used. Send your comments and suggestions to: 
Chairman Marjorie L. Craig, Metropolitan Life Insurance Company, Room 10067, 

1 Madison Avenue, New York 10, New York. 


Additional copies of this Bulletin are available from the Distribution Center, 
W 514 East Hall, University of Iowa, Iowa City, Iowa for 25¢ a piece. 
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The National Association for Nursery Education 
Dr. Frances R. Horwich, Sec 'y-Treas, 
Department of Bducation 
University of North Carolina 
Chapel Hill, N. C. 


| 


